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aturday January 16th 2021 


3pm kick off 


Live link to game is: https://ticketpass.events/LfXS 


For details on our 
membership for 
season 2020-2021 
please visit: 
https://maidenhead 
unitedfc.ktckts.com/ 


vulnerable residents in 
our local community 


Community help 
hotline open from 2am-5pm 
seven days a week 
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Services provided by 
trusted safe resources 
(DBS checked) 


- Pick up supplies 
= Pick up your prescription 
- Walk the dog 

- Befriending 
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01628 680680 
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Theresa May MP, Philip May and Brenda Butler at Maidenhead Lions Club Swimarathon in 2019. 
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Swimarathon 
ummer hope 


Maidenhead: Lions Club postpones January fundraiser 


By Kieran Bell 
kieranb@baylismedia.co.uk 
@XKieran B_BM 


The Lions Club of Maiden- 
head says that it must ‘put 
people’s health first’ as it 

started a new year without 
its showcase Swimarathon 


J fundraiser, which would 


have taken place last week. 

With a third national lock- 
down halting plans once 
again for gatherings, the 
Lions have been forced to 
postpone the swimming 
event in the hope that an 
easing of restrictions and in- 
fections can pave the way 
for a potential 36th event in 
the summer. 

Following a virus-stricken 
2020 and much of the restric- 
tions still in place now, The 
Lions are relying on last 
year’s mammoth fun- 
draising effort at the 2020 
Swimarathon, as well as 
donations from grant-givers, 
including the Advertiser’s 
owner, the Louis Baylis 
Trust. 

This has left the charity in 
an ‘OK’ position for another 
year, but secretary Brenda 
Butler hopes money will 
soon be made again for the 
charitable sector. 

A date of Sunday, July 4 
has been provisionally set 
for a possible 2021 Swimara- 
thon, however Brenda added 


Speed read... 


The Lions Club of Maiden- 
head has described how it 
is getting on at a time when 
it would normally be holding 
a key event in its 
fundraising calendar. The 
annual Swimarathon would 
have taken place on Jan- 
uary 9 but could potentially 
go ahead in July. 


this may have to change as 
the national picture alters 
frequently. 

This year’s event would 
have taken place on Sat- 
urday, January 9 at the new 
Braywick Leisure Centre. 

The Club also holds an an- 
nual Duck Derby and usu- 
ally travels to various fetes 
with its ‘fun train’ to raise 
spirits, which it hopes to 
hold again this year if safe 
to do so. 

“Tn light of the latest 
COVID situation, we are 
even wondering about the 
feasibility of July, but at the 
moment that is our plan,” 
Brenda said. 

“Tt is just in the luck of the 
gods.” 

Despite the pandemic, the 
Lions have still been busy 
during the crisis to help 
provide hampers and treats 
for vulnerable people and 
families through its recent 


Christmas appeal. 

Brenda recalls a social 
worker approaching the 
Lions asking for a £25 Net- 
flix voucher for a mental 
health patient living alone. 

“The donations committee 
put their heads together and 
in the end they gave £45,” 
Brenda said. 

“Apparently this person 
was so chuffed and made his 
best Christmas. That was so 
lovely.” 

The Lions have also re- 
cruited some new members 
in their 20s, with Romilly 
Hryczanek and Lukas James 
joining the pack. Brenda 
said that the Lions needed 
‘more young people’ and 
urged others of a similar 
generation to take part. 

Speaking of the Lions fin- 
ancial position, Brenda said: 
“We are OK for another year 
from our backlog of 
fundraising and with the 
support of various 
trusts. 

“We are very careful, we 
are eeking the money out.” 

She added on the 
Swimarathon: “We share 
the disappointment and 
frustration, but we have got 
to put people’s health and 
safety first.” 

Visit www.maidenhead- 
lions.org.uk for more in- 
formation. 


